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Sir George ~~ a 


Of the 1238 students attend- 
ing Sir George Williams 
College last winter 950 were 
in the evening division. 
There are 950 intensely 
interesting stortes about 
them — what they do, why 
they study, where it leads. 
All cannot be told, but these 
few are fairly representative. 


We are proud of these people 
and of others like them. ‘ 


Miss D. G is a school teacher, holding 
an Intermediate Diploma. There was no 
need to sell the idea of further education 
to her. She was interested in English 
literature and in psychology. The hours of 
evening classes were suitable and the time 
required not too great. She took these two 
courses, then, just because she wanted to— 
and enjoyed them. They may have increased 
her professional efficiency as well, but that 
is by the way. 


Mr. and Mrs. D brought their young 
son to the College one day to enroll him 
in the Evening High School, second year. 
In the discussion which took place regarding 
their plans for him they became interested 
in their own education. The upshot was that 
Mrs. D , who had left school years ago 
after one year of high, enrolled in the same 
class as her son and Mr. D entered 
the French Conversation group in the 
Evening Institute. 


F. D had completed only Grade VI 
in day school when financial circumstances 
obliged him to get a job, as office boy. 
That year he finished Grade VII in the 
Evening Grammar School, and for the next 
two years he followed the general course 
in the Evening High School with bookkeep- 
ing as his vocational subject. His bookkeep- 
ing knowledge has procured for him several 
promotions, and his whole family is benefit- 
ing from his education. He will be in third 
year High this year, and is confident that, 
with continued hard work, he is "going 
places”. 


N. S————. The title of S————'s story might 
be "From Illiteracy to College", if Horatio 
Alger were writing it. In 1929 he was a 
messenger boy, rapidly becoming too old for 
the job and with nothing else in sight. He 
had had only two or three years of elementary 
school. But he was smart! During the next 
two years he completed his elementary school 
work in the Evening Grammar School. The 
next four years saw him through the Evening 
High School, with two Abner Kingman 
Scholarships along the way. Last year he was 
a College freshman in the Evening Division 
of the Faculty of Arts, Science and Com- 
merce. 


GS. C——— A successful salesman, came to 
realize that his French-Canadian customers 
appreciated his stumbling efforts to converse 
with them in their own language. He joined 
the French Conversation class and began 
shortly to add fluency. He says he will be 
back this year, in the advanced class. 


Miss B. N . She was 41 years of age, 
and could barely read and write, when she 
entered the Evening Grammar School. Three 
years later she was able to enter the Evening 
High School. She has developed wide read- 
ing interests and her life, spent in caring 
for her home, is the richer because of it. 


D. U. | obtained his Arts degree in 
1934. Last year, employed in an industrial 
firm, he felt the need of further scientific 
training. Could he obtain credit at Sir 
George Williams College for some of his 
previous college work and take, in addition, 
a group of science courses and thus obtain 
his B.Sc. degree? He could. It was arranged 
last fall and he started off with three science 
courses. 


Miss N.S finished high school in 1933. 
The next two years she spent in the day 
division of the Faculty of Arts, Science and 
Commerce taking college work in Commerce 
for which she obtained the diploma of Asso- 
ciate in Commerce and a fine secretarial 
position. She is now in the evening division, 
completing the additional courses required 
for ‘the degree of Bachelor of Science 
(Commerce). 


K. |. S-——— graduates this year in Com- 
merce, after nine years of evening study, 
during which he will have completed the last 
two years of High School and the four years 
of College. Meanwhile he is employed by 
day in the offices of a large manufacturing 
firm. His combination of practical daily 
experience and college work in Commerce 
have made him a valuable man. He now has 
the strength that comes of having learned 


to work. 


a 8. A chemical engineer, on the 
staff of a local firm, had discovered to his 
sorrow that some of the best recent experi- 
mental work in his branch of chemistry was 
published in German periodicals. And he 
could not read German. How to learn? He 
enrolled as a partial student in the evening 
division of the Faculty of Arts, Science and 
Commerce. 


I. T. He had a good position, and at 
28 was definitely slated for further promo- 
tion—but he felt "out of it'' when talking to 
the kind of people his work made it necessary 
for him to meet. He felt keenly his lack of 
education, so he enrolled in the first year of 
the Evening High School. That year he won 
a scholarship into second year. Now, after 
three years of high school, he is no longer 
afraid to talk. He has discovered interests 
which give him something to talk about, and 
has obtained a background against which to 
form opinions which he may express with 
confidence. 


two years hence, will have his 


B.Sc. degree, with specialization in Chemis- 
try. A few years ago he decided that a 
junior employee of a chemical firm had 
little future unless he secured more training. 
He's doing that now. So well is he doing 
it, and so good is the effect on his daily 
job, that his employers have assured him 
they have a better position for him when he 
graduates. He will, with honours. 


$. Is a radio "ham", and a member 
of the Montreal Amateur Radio Club. By 
day he works at his desk downtown, but at 
night he is "on the air". Last year he learned 
more about his hobby by attending. the 
evening course in Electrical Communication 
and Sound Reproduction in the electrical 
laboratory of Sir George Williams College 
taught by an experienced graduate electrical 
engineer. 


Miss B. N was graduated last year as 
a nurse in a local hospital, after having com- 
pleted the third and fourth years of her high 
school work in the Evening High three years 
ago. She had dropped out of day school at 
the end of Grade IX, undecided regarding 
her future, and not too greatly interested in 
her academic work. Two years of "growing 
up" brought her to the conclusion that she 
should be a nurse. She is, now. 


N. S——— Six years ago this young man, 
working in a western Canadian city, decided 
he would like to be a dentist. But he had 
had only two years of high school education, 
and could not afford to stop work and re- 
turn to day school. There was no evening 
school in his City. So he went to Chicago, 
got another job, took the rest of his high 
school work at the Central Y.M.C.A. College 
there, in two more years completed first year 
College, last year came to Montreal where 
he took second year Science at Sir George 
Williams College. This year he is studying 
dentistry. 


Ba: Soe 


a promising, up-and-coming 


young man in the late twenties. He entered 
the Registrar's office with the announcement 
that he had received an important promo- 
tion in his firm but was "scared stiff" be- 
cause he was going to have to dictate letters 
to a stenographer. He enrolled for the course 
in Business English and Correspondence. He's 
not afraid now. A course in Public Speaking 


further increased his confidence in himself. 


$°6.C had completed his elementary 
schooling years ago. Last fall, at the age of 
26, he was promoted in his firm to a position 
which demanded of him the ability to write 
a good business letter. He enrolled in the 
Evening Institute, taking Business English and 
Correspondence. In the course of arranging 
his studies he spoke of a girl, the girl. She 
was 22, had left school after her fifth year. 
Now, they had decided that further educa- 
tion for them both was essential to their 
future happiness together, so she enrolled in 
the adult class of the Evening Grammar 
School. They plan to enter the Evening High 
School together this fall. 


Mrs. T- whose family duties left her 
some free time and who sought relief from 
the usual round of bridge and entertainment, 
was looking for a hobby. She undertook the 
study of Art and was surprised to discover 
in herself a capacity for drawing and colour 
which have added immeasurably to her res- 
sources for pleasurable living. 


completed high school five or 


six years ago and, by last fall, had become 
valuable to the industry in which he was 


employed.. A recent promotion carried with 
it this advice from his superior: "You know 
about all there is to know about the 
business. It is time now to broaden your 
field of interest." He started, then on the 
course leading to the degree of Bachelor 
of Science (Commerce). 


Miss D. G Some five or six years ago 
Miss G———— completed, in the Evening 
High, the three years of work required for 
entrance to a training school for nufses. 
Meanwhile she was working and saving a little 
money. Three years later she was graduated 
with distinction by her hospital. Last year, 
a successful nurse, she was back in the 
Evening High School completing the matri- 
culation course in preparation fot entrance 
to the School for Graduate Nurses. 


K. X 


accepting the resignation his 


placed him in charge of certain advertising 
for the firm, told him to "go ahead and see 
what he could do’. His opportunity has 


knocked. 


B. H is a teacher. He has been a 
teacher for years, but he feels that there is 
a higher post for him in his profession when 
he completes his Bachelor of Arts course in 
the evening division of the Faculty of Arts, 
Science and Commerce. Another two years 
will see him through. 


G.S 


mercial art myself’, he said, "so that | can 
talk to the commercial artists in their own 


language, if for no other reason.” 


DB. 1 & graduated in 1925 from a tech- 
nical school, completed his college entrance 
requirements by taking a partial course in 
the Evening High School in 1930 and in the 
following year entered the Science course in 
the evening division of the Faculty of Arts, 
Science and Commerce. Last year, six years 
later, he graduated with the degree of 
Bachelor of Science. Meantime he had been 
employed in the electrical industry, applying 
his science to the job, and his day by day 
experience to his studies. He was given a 
new. position a few weeks ago in another 
firm — chief engineer of the plant. 


Enrolled very tentatively in the 
Advertising course. "It might be useful", he 
said. He discovered he had a flair for lay- 
out and for copywriting. Under his instructor, 
an experienced advertising man, this aptitude 
developed. He decided that here was the 
occupation in which he could do his best 
work, so he proffered his resignation to his 
employers, stating his reasons. Instead of 


an advertising man in the promo- 
tion department of a large transportation 
company. Found that he was not sure of 
himself when dealing with colour and with 
the composition of lay-out. So he enrolled 
in the School of Art. ''l want to learn com- 


ee is 41. He didn't say much when he 
first visited the College — just, "I want to 
learn some more readin’ an’ writin'."" "How 
far did you go in school?" "Fourth grade". 
He studied last winter in the adult class of 
the Evening Grammar School, filling a long 
neglected need for the elements of educa- 
tion. 


tte expects to complete his work 
for the degree of Bachelor of Arts in the 
evening division either this year or next. Even 
if it is next year his age will still be short of 
sixty years by one. He studied agriculture 
thirty-odd years ago, then dropped theory 
for practice until 1933 when he returned to 
his pursuit of knowledge. It is more than a 


hobby for him — it is life. 


C.M — was a junior mechanic in a large 
firm when the depression caused him to be 
laid off with many of his fellow workers. He 
analyzed the abilities of those who had not 
been laid off, and decided to do something 
about it. He enrolled for an evening course 
in Mechanical Draughting. By the end of 
the year he had discovered that he would 
have to learn more mathematics if he was 
to continue his draughting training, so the 
next winter he added algebra, geometry and 
physics to his course. A third year gave him 
machine design along with his mathematics 
and science courses. With improving business 
conditions he secured a job — but what a 
difference. He now’ had "something to sell". 
He's in the draughting room of a large 
engineering company. It's just a start, he 
says, and he's still learning. He's that kind. 


Miss B. S————. She was a parcel girl in a 
large department store. Now she's a steno- 
grapher, with a good job. This “before and 
after’ story was made possibly by a year's 
study in the Evening Institute of Business 
‘and Technology. It has been duplicated 
many times by young men and women of 
ambition. 


| nes Bell System reported in 1930 
a study showing the relationship 
between business success and three 
other factors—scholarship in col- 
lege activity, activity in student 
affairs and the earning of educa- 
tion expenses while at college. 
These are some of the conclusions: 


The most select group of all gra- 
duates, the most highly successful 
employees of the company, finan- 
cially and otherwise, were those 
who had earned more than two- 
thirds of their educational ex- 
penses, had ranked in the highest 
third of their class in scholarship, 
and had taken an active part in 
student affairs. 


Good news, is it not, for the 
evening student? 


Sir George Williams College 
of the Montreal Y.M.C.A. 
1441 Drummond Street 
Montreal, Canada 


